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Vision Statement

Inspired, valued, educated, and empowered students thriving in and beyond the classroom

Mission Statement

To provide relevant learning experiences that foster life-long curiosity and enable ALL students
to achieve their full academic, personal, and civic potential.

Values

Excellence - We pursue the highest standards in academic achievement and organizational
performance.

Equity - We foster an environment that serves all students and aspires to eliminate the
achievement gap.

Student Focus - We focus on meeting our students’ diverse needs and supporting them in
fulfilling their potential.

Innovation - We encourage risk-taking, creativity and adaptability to new ideas and methods that
will support and elevate student learning.

Accountability - We celebrate our successes, learn from our failures, and embrace challenges
as we strive towards continuous improvement.

Joy - We accept individuals for who they are, encourage them to engage with one another
authentically, and cultivate welcoming environments that promote fun and excitement
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Public Schools

giving our students the world

Miami-Dade Count

Superintendent of Schools Miami-Dade County School Board
Dr. Jose L. Dot Mari Tere Rojas, Chair
o s Danny Espina. Vice Chair
Robero J. Alonso

Lucia Basz-Geller

August 1, 2023 Dr. Domthy Bendross-Mindingall

Mary Blanco

Monica Colueci

DOr. Steve Galton I}

Dear Parent/Guardian: Luisa Santfos

On behalf of the School Board and the dedicated teachers and staff of Miami-Dade
County Public Schools (M-DCPS), | would like to welcome you and your child to the 2023-
2024 school year. Students enrolled in M-DCPS can expect to receive a world-class
education in an "A”-rated school district. M-DCPS celebrates students’ unigue abilities
while fostering curiosity and creativity in a safe and secure learning environment, making
it your best choice in education.

This Parent/Student Handbook outlines the major policies, procedures, and expectations
that guide student life in our District. | encourage you to familiarize yourself and your
children with its contents as students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance
with the information and guidelines contained herein. We have made every effort to
ensure that this handbook contains the most up-to-date and accurate information.
However, please note that changes or updates may occur throughout the school year. In
such cases, we will communicate any revisions promptly to keep you well-informed.

It is also my hope that you and your child will avail yourselves of the numerous resources
we provide. As a parent/guardian, you are a vital partner in your child’s education and are
welcome to actively participate in school and district functions. | encourage you to stay
connected by downloading the M-DCPS mobile application on your mobile device and by
following us on social media (Twitter @mdcps, Facebook at Miami Schools, or Instagram
@miamischools). For more information regarding specific resources and activities at your
child’s school, please contact the school directly and ensure that the school's staff is
provided with your most updated contact information.

Thank you for your partnership and for entrusting us with your child’s education. | wish
you and your child much success this academic year.

Sincerely,
-_I_ﬁ.mt b e

Df. Jose L. Dotres
Superintendent of Schools

JLD:ga
L0048

School Board Administration Building = 1450 N.E. 2r Avenue » Miami, Florida 33132
305-995-1000 » www.dadeschools.nef
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Luisa Santas

Dear Panther Family,

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that | introduce myself as the newly appointed Principal of
South Dade Middle 5chool. | am delighted and deeply honored to become a part of this
community and put service before self.

The 2023-2024 school year brings a lot of new excitement and passion for teaching and
learning. It is my belief that access to quality education is an essential right of every child, and a
necessary means for them to become successful, contributing members of society. As an
educational leader, | inspire to collaborate with teachers, students, parents, and community
members to foster a safe and nurturing environment for our future leaders. Qur students and
community will greatly benefit from our collective efforts. As the number one stakeholder, you
are officially invited to join us in this partnership and make South Dade Middle the best choice
for your children and any future incoming students.

| am also equally exated to work closely with each of you to build South Dade’s presence and
enhance our students’ love for learning. Our dedicated faculty and staff members work tirelessly
to meet the needs of each student by providing a rigorous academic program that will challenge
and inspire our students to reach their full potential. We offer a wide range of competitive and
engaging programs including but not limited to a Medical and Vex Robotics Magnet, Business &
Information Technology, Visual & Performing Arts, and award-winning athletics.

Together, we will work diligently to put the needs of our students first. | am locking forward to
making the 2023-24 school year a memorable one for each and every one of our families to

ensure a fulfilling, happy, and safe school year. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
any questions or CONCerns.

Sincerely,

Bernard A. Johnson, Principal

South Dade Middle Schoal » 29100 5W 194 Avenue * Homestead, FL 33030 = Mr. Bernard A. Johnson, Principal

PH: 305-224-5200 = Fax- 305-224-5201 .ﬁﬁE.‘isdm.ﬂ'ﬂ'dE‘S{hNIS.net
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SOUTH DADE MIDDLE SCHOOL
School Mission Statement

To develop leaders through high expectations of academic
achievement and individual responsibility
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Faculty Roster

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME

ADAMS, JESSICA

DEPARTMENT

ELEMENTARY LA/READ

AFONSO, ISNELDA

CUSTODIAN

ALFARO, ANA

CAFETERIA ASSISTANT MANAGER

ALFARO, DIGNA

ELEMENTARY ASD

AMADOR, LESBIA

SECONDARY COUNSELOR

ANDERSON, VALESIA

SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES

ARBELO, DAYAMI

LEAD SECURITY

BARREIRO, MARIA

ELEMENTARY M/SC/SS

BAUTISTA, JANNET

ELEMENTARY LA/READ

BOAN, MELISSA

ELEMENTARY M/SC/SS

BOYNTON, CATINA

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

BRAUN, JEREMIAH

SECONDARY ASD

BROWN, DANIEL

SECONDARY MATHEMATICS

BUCKLAND, DANIEL

SECONDARY RECOVERY

BUDHRAM, KALAKELLY

SECONDARY LANGUAGE ARTS

CAIL, TRENORRIS SECURITY
CALMETT, TEODORA SECONDARY ASD
CARLO, DAISY CUSTODIAN

CHAVARRIA, MONICA

ELEMENTARY LA/READ

CHEW, TAMARA

ELEMENTARY COUNSELOR

CLINIC CLINIC

CONFORME, MIREYA CAFETERIA
CORONADO, BRIDGET PARAPROFESSIONAL
CRUZ, RAMON CUSTODIAN

CUESTA, ELIZABETH SECONDARY ASD
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CUPIDO, MICHAEL COMPUTER TECH
DIAZ RODRIGUEZ, ANA PARAPROFESSIONAL
DIAZ, IVEY SECONDARY MATH/ I-PREP
DIAZ, MARIA DEJESU CAFETERIA
DIEGUEZ, ILEANA SECONDARY MATHEMATICS
DINSMORE, ROBERT SECONDARY READING
DUBARRY, MIRIAM PARAPROFESSIONAL - ESOL
DURAN, ISAMAR PARAPROFESSIONAL
EVANS, VALERIE SECONDARY ASD
FERGUSON, KIZZIE PARAPROFESSIONAL
FERRIS, MARIANELA ELEMENTARY ART
FLOREZ, DIANA SECONDARY MATHEMATICS
FORESMAN, MARTHA PARAPROFESSIONAL
GARCIA, ANDREA SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES
GAUDET, CAROLINA PROGRAM SPECIALIST
GAURE, ELVIA ELEMENTARY LA/READ
GILLIARD, INDIA LEAD CUSTODIAN
GILMORE, SHARON REGISTRAR
GOMEZ, ESTELA CAFETERIA
GOMEZ, NAILEEN SECONDARY ART
GONZALEZ, LETICIA CAFETERIA
GONZALEZ, NICOL SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES
HANLEY, LORNA ELEMENTARY SS/SCI
HARRYSINGH, ANNESA ELEMENTARY SS/SCI
HARSEWAK, HEERA SECONDARY ASD
HERNANDEZ, ROWAN PARAPROFESSIONAL
HILLMAN, KIZZY PARAPROFESSIONAL
IBANEZ, GLENDA SECONDARY READING
JIMENEZ, GRETTEL SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES
JIMENEZ, JENNIFER PEER COUNSELING
LACAYO VALLE, EMILIO SECONDARY BAND
LAGUNAS, VANESSA SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES
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LEBOW, MARIA

ELEMENTARY MATH

LEMA, LYNN

ELEMENTARY ASD

LOBAINA, CARMEN

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME DEPARTMENT

SECONDARY MATHEMATICS

LONG, AMANDA

SECONDARY READING

LOPEZ, NATALI

PARAPROFESSIONAL

MARQUES, SONIA

DISCIPLINE

MARQUEZ MENDOZA ,
IMELDA

PARAPROFESSIONAL

MARTIN, JENNIFER

MEDICAL MAGNET

MARTINEZ, LAURA

SECONDARY MATHEMATICS

MARTINEZ, LORENA

SECONDARY MATHEMATICS

MARTINEZ, ESMERALDA

READING COACH

MEIRIN, NICOLLE

SECONDARY LANGUAGE ARTS

MELVIN, JAMES

P.E./ ATHLETICS

MELVIN, MARNELLE

SECONDARY PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

MENA, ISIS

ELEMENTARY LA/RD/MA/SS/SCI

MENDEZ PATINO, LETISOL

PARAPROFESSIONAL

MENDEZ, ELIZABETH

CLS / MAIN OFFICE

MENDEZ, VILMA

CAFETERIA

MIGRANT OFFICE

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS
ONLY

MINNIS, CHRISTINE

SECONDARY ASD

MITCHELL, THREDA

SECONDARY SCIENCE

MOLANO, MARIA

SECONDARY COUNSELOR

MORALES, CLAUDIA

ELEMENTARY LA/READ

MUNOZ, GUILLERMO

PRINCIPAL

NECO, FELIX

SECONDARY SCIENCE

NELSON, ISABEL

MEDIA CENTER

O'BRIEN, MAUREEN

SECONDARY ROBOTICS
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OROZCO, MARIA

ELEMENTARY M/SC/SS

OWEN, KELLY

PARAPROFESSIONAL

PAREJA

SPEECH/ LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY

PARKER, JARVIS

CUSTODIAN

PEREZ, BRIGETTE

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME DEPARTMENT

SECONDARY LANGUAGE ARTS

PEREZ, YURICEL

SECRETARY/ TREASURER

PESTANA, SONIA

SECONDARY LANGUAGE ARTS

PLUTO, DIANA

ELEMENTARY MATH

PORTILLO, IRIS

ELEMENTARY MATH

POON KWONG, ARLENE

SECONDARY MATHEMATICS

POONEN-COWART, KERSHNI

ELEMENTARY LA/READ

PRUNA, JAIMY

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

REED, WENDALL

ELEMENTARY MUSIC

REYES, SANDRA

PARAPROFESSIONAL

RODRIGUEZ, ELIZABETH

TESTING DEPARTMENT

ROGERS, INGRID

PARAPROFESSIONAL

SAAVEDRA, ROMMY

SECONDARY LANG. ARTS

SALCIDO, VERONICA

ELEMENTARY LA/READ

SANCHEZ GUERRA,
YAMALIS

SECONDARY MATHEMATICS

SANCHEZ, AMELIA

ELEMENTARY M/SC/SS

SANCHEZ, TOMAS

SECONDARY SCIENCE

SANTANA, IVELISE ADAPTIVE P.E.
SANTIAGO, CHLOE ELEMENTARY ASD
SCHNEIDER, KURT HEAD CUSTODIAN
SCHNEIDER, KURTNEY CUSTODIAN

SUAREZ, LUIS

RESOURCE OFFICER

SUERO, MARIA

SECONDARY ESOL

SURRENCY-MITCHELL,
YOLANDA

BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT

SWINK, BRADFORD

SECONDARY SCIENCE

TABARES, MARIA

ELEMENTARY ESOL

13
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THOMPKINS, RACHEL PARAPROFESSIONAL
TORRES, LINDA ELEMENTARY ASD MA/SS/SCI
VALDES, JANY ELEMENTARY ASD LA/RD
VEGA, MARTA CAFETERIA

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME DEPARTMENT

WAMBLE, WILLIE FINANCIAL LITERACY

WATTS, TARA CAFETERIA MANAGER

WILLS, MINELIA CIS / ATTENDANCE/ SUB
LOCATOR

WRIGHT, SAMARA PARAPROFESSIONAL

YONY, DELILAH ELEMENTARY PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
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Feeder Pattern Schools

Elementary Schools

Avocado Elementary
William A. Chapman Elementary
Redland Elementary
Redondo Elementary

West Homestead K-8

Middle Schools

South Dade Middle
Homestead Middle
Redland Middle

Senior High School

South Dade Senior High

15
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School Information

e Bell Schedule
2023-2024 BELL / LUNCH SCHEDULE

16
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(M. T,R,F)
8:35a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Homeroom 10 minutes
(5 min. transition time)
8:50 a.m. = 10:10 a.m. Block 1 80 minutes
{5 miin. transition time)
10:15 a.m.= 11:35 a.m. Block 2 80 minutes
(5 min. transition time)
11:40 a.m. - 1:40 p.m. Biock 3 120 minutes
{5 miin. transition time)
1:45 p.m. = 3:05 p.m. Block 4 80 minutes
Lunches

10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Grade 4 Cafeteria
10:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. ASD Lunch Cafeteria
11:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. Grade 5 Cafeteria
11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Wiave & 1 Cafateria
12:26 p.m. - 12:56 p.m. Wave 22 Cafeteria

Wave # 3 Cafeteria

1:05 p.m.- 1:35 p.m.

WEDNESDAY ONLY

8:35 a.m.- 8:45 a.m. Homeroom 10 minutes

(5 min. transition time)

8:50 a.m. = 9:50 a.m. Block 1 60 minutes

(5 min. transition time)

9:55 a.m. = 10:55 a.m. Block 2 60 minutes

(5 min. transition tirme )

11:00 a.m. = 12:00 p.m. Block 3 60 minutes

(5 min. transition time)

12:05 p.m. = 1:50 p.m. Block 4 60 minutes
Lunches

10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Grade 4 Cafeteria

11:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m. Grade 5 Cafeteria

11:10 a.m. - 14:40 a.m. ASD Lunch Self Contained

12:05 p.m. - 12:35 p.m. Wave # 1 Cafeteria

12:45 p.m.- 1:15 p.m. Wave # 2 Cafeteria

Early Sign Out
The early release of students causes disruption to the academic performance of all
students and may create safety and security concerns.

No students shall be released

17
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within the final thirty (30) minutes of the school day unless authorized by the principal or
principal’s designee (i.e., emergency, sickness).

Late Arrival
Students who are tardy to school must report to the Attendance Office to secure an admit.
Excessive tardiness may result in loss of privileges, detention, parent conference, and/or
suspension.

Lost and Found School Policy
Ms. Minelia Wills, Community Involvement Specialist, maintains a secure lost and found
area.

Opening and Closing Hours of Schools
7:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Important Dates

Back to School Nights — Open House

School Level Window Period School Date

Middle Schools Week of September 5, 2023

Interim Progress Report & Report Card Distribution

Grading Period Interim Progress Report Report Card Distribution
Distribution
1 September 22, 2023 November 10, 2023
2 December 1, 2023 February 2, 2023
3 February 23, 2024 April 26, 2023
4 May 17, 2024 June 21, 2023

Academic Programs — Student Progression Plan (SPP), School Board Policy 5410

Provides guidance to teachers, school and district administrators, parents and other stakeholders
regarding the requirements and procedures for students to progress from one grade to the next,
kindergarten through grade 12 and adult education. The information presented in this document
is derived from requirements set forth by Florida Statues, State Board of Education Rules and
Policies established by The School Board of Miami-Dade County.

18
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Before/After School Care Program & Middle School Enrichment After School Program

For those parents considering going back to work and/or are presently working, there are 240
low cost Before and After School Care programs that serve both Elementary and K-8 Center
students and 54 Middle School Enrichment After School programs that help tutor middle school
students throughout the Miami-Dade County School district. Each of these programs are staffed
with state certified instructors, state certified program managers, or state certified activity leaders
who are all prepared to enrich and expand the after-school experience of the students they serve.

This year, Miami-Dade County Public Schools will offer 294 After School programs on school
days. Before-school care programs will be provided as needed.

After-school care programs are conducted from the time of school dismissal until 6:00 p.m.
Before-school care programs begin approximately one hour before school starts. Summer Camp
operates from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Parents should check with their child's school for specific
start times.

All after-school care programs provide planned activities, which include homework assistance,
indoor and outdoor games, arts and crafts, snack time and various recreational activities. Many
programs offer reading and math tutoring, music, ceramics, chess, drama and other classes
designed to provide participants with a variety of educational and enrichment experiences.
Before-school care programs provide supervised, quiet activities for students.

The cost of Elementary and K-8 after school care is $60 per week or $55 per week discounted
rates for sibling or free/reduced lunch discounts; the cost of Middle School Enrichment after
school care is $60 per week and $55 per week discounted rates for sibling or free/reduced lunch
discounts; the cost of before school care is $30 per week and the cost of Summer Camp is
$125.00 per week or $115 per week discounted rates for sibling or free/reduced lunch discounts.
These programs are offered by one of five providers:

¢ Miami-Dade County Public Schools Principal Operated Before After-School Programs

e Young Men's Christian Assaociation (YMCA)

e Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA)

e Family Christian Association of America (FCAA)

e South Florida After-School All Stars (SFASAS)

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)

Bring Your Own Device allows students, parents, staff and guests to utilize technology devices at
specified times during the instructional day to enhance the learning experience. Examples of the
types of technology which can be used are Windows laptops/tablets, Mac laptops, Android tablets,
and iPads. More information about the BYOD program as well as minimum device specifications
for those that are considering purchasing a device can be found at https://digital.dadeschools.net

Bullying Prevention

Miami-Dade County Public Schools is committed to providing a safe learning environment for all
students and therefore all allegations of bullying/harassment are taken seriously. When
concerned about bullying or harassment behaviors, contact your child’s teacher immediately. You
can verbally report your concerns and/or fill out the Bullying and Harassment Reporting Form. If

19
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the problem should continue to persist, notify the school’s principal. You may also contact the
Bullying/Harassment Helpline, staffed by the Division of Student Services staff at the District
office. They can be reached at 305-995-CARE (2273). The Helpline is staffed from 7:30 a.m. -
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Students and parents may also report bullying through our
Districts anonymous online bullying reporting system available on the student and parent portals.
Additional information regarding bullying and harassment can be found on the Student Services
website.

Closing of School
The emergency closing of a school for any cause, such as weather or in which the safety of
individuals may be endangered, is only at the discretion of the Superintendent of Schools.

Code of Student Conduct

The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, approved The Code of Student Conduct
(COSC). The COSC focuses on providing and maintaining a safe and positive learning
environment for students, faculty, staff and community.

A major consideration in the application of the COSC is cultivating a positive school climate to
support academic achievement, promote fairness, civility, acceptance of diversity, and mutual
respect. Toward that end, the range of inappropriate behavior is divided into five groups, along
with both recommended and mandated corrective strategies.

The COSC addresses the role of the parents/guardians, the students, and school, but also
focuses on core values and model student behavior, rights and responsibilities of students,
addressing student behavior, and disciplinary procedures. Furthermore teachers, counselors
and administrators work to use a variety of progressive corrective or guidance strategies to correct
the inappropriate behaviors.

Differences in age and maturity are recognized in determining the types of corrective strategies
to be taken. However, the procedures outlined in the COSC apply to all students under the
jurisdiction of Miami-Dade County Public Schools. The COSC is in force during regular school
hours, while students are being transported on a school bus and at such times and places —
including but not necessarily limited to school-sponsored events, field trips, athletic functions and
other activities — where appropriate school administrators have jurisdiction over students.

Principals are authorized to take administrative action whenever a student's

off-campus conduct poses a threat or danger to the safety of other students, staff, School Board
members, any other members of the District Community, or school property may constitute
behavior that has a substantial adverse impact on the educational environment requiring
disciplinary action. Types of behaviors range from acts that disrupt the orderly operation of the
classroom, school functions, and extracurricular activities or approved transportation to the most
serious acts of misconduct and violent actions that threaten life.

The Code of Student Conduct outlines expected student behavior and a multitude of corrective
strategies should misconduct occur.

20
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The COSC addresses students' rights and responsibilities pertaining to the right to learn;
attendance; students' records; grades; free speech, expression and assembly; and publications.
It also outlines parents' rights in regard to assuring their child's opportunity for an education.

Students or parents having problems interpreting the COSC should address concerns through
the school principal. Additionally, should the concerns not be resolved at the school level, an
appeal can be made at the region office and subsequently to the District.

The Code of Student Conduct can be accessed by going to the following website:
http://ehandbooks.dadescholgbtols.net/policies/90/index.htm. If you do not have access to the
Internet, you may go to your child’s school and request to review the Code of Student Conduct
manual.

Please take the time to review and discuss the importance of the Code of Student Conduct with
your child or children. After reviewing the Code of Student Conduct, you and your child/children
must sign, date, and return the accompanied Parent Receipt and Acknowledgement Form to your
child's school within 5 school days.

Community School Program

The Community School Program offers an opportunity for the public-school system to determine
the needs of the community and provides a mechanism to meet those needs. The curriculum of
the Community School Program is as wide and varied as the needs of the community it serves.
Community schools provide programs that are funded by fees, tuition, grants, and donations, on
community school sites, in adult centers, in satellite programs, and at off-campus, non-public
school locations throughout Miami-Dade County.

Each of the 17 Community Education Centers offer classes for individuals of all ages, skill levels
and language capabilities. Students enrolling in language or computer classes have the
opportunity to enhance the job skills needed to satisfy the demands of today’s world. Annually,
thousands of people have taken advantage of these recreational and educational opportunities,
and if an individual or group wants to acquire a specific new skill, Miami-Dade County Public
Schools can work with each to create a class that suits the needs of all interests.

For more specific information on Miami-Dade County Public Schools Community Education and
Before and After School Care programs or Middle School Enrichment After School programs,
please log on to our website at www.dadecommunityschools.net or please call the Office of
Community Education, at 305-817-0014.

Comprehensive Student Services Program

The Division of Student Services implements the Comprehensive Student Services Program,
serving students from Pre-K to Adult. Through collaborative efforts with community agencies,
students’ academic, personal/social and career development needs are addressed through a
team-based approach. An integrated team of uniquely trained Student Services professionals
deliver direct services to students. These services focus on the elimination of social and
emotional barriers that inhibit students’ academic success and prepare students to be college
and career ready.
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The Comprehensive Student Services Program supports student achievement through
effective prevention, intervention, and crisis response services. For more information, please
contact Martha Z. Harris, Administrative Director, Division of Student Services, at 305-816-
0436.

Discrimination/Harassment

The School Board has a prohibition against discrimination and harassment based on age, sex,
race, color, ethnic or national origin, religion, marital status, disability, age, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, gender, gender identification, social and family background, linguistic preference,
pregnancy, and any other basis prohibited by law. The Board shall maintain an educational and
work environment free from all forms of discrimination and harassment, which includes Title IX of
which prohibits all forms of sex discrimination and unwelcomes sexual conduct. Students are
encouraged to promptly report incidents of discriminatory or harassing conduct to their principal or
the Office of Civil Rights Compliance (CRC) so that the conduct can be addressed before it
becomes severe, pervasive, and persistent. For more information, please contact CRC at (305)
995-1580 or visit http://hrdadeschools.net/civilrights. The School Board has also adopted a policy
Against Bullying and Harassment with Bullying defined by state law as systematically and
chronically inflicting physical harm or psychological distress on one or more students. Complaints
of bullying should be reported to the principal promptly.

Dismissal
e Bicycles/Skateboards Bikes and Skateboards are secured and locked on racks and
students have direct access at dismissal.

e Rainy Day Dismissal Students remain in covered spill-out areas and are dismissed
when parents arrive to parent pickup. Bus students remain in the cafeteria until buses
arrive and are dismissed by way of a covered shelter along the walkway of the bus lane.

e Student Drop-Off Pick-up (as applicable)

Early Dismissal
In the case of divorced or separated parents, the enrolling parent shall indicate on the Emergency
Student Data Form the individual(s) to whom the student may be released during the school day.

EESAC

The Educational Excellence Advisory Council (EESAC) is the sole body responsible for final
decision making at the school relating to the implementation of the components of the School
Improvement Plan. The EESAC work together to accomplish the goals of the school by:

+ Assisting in the preparation and evaluation of the schoolwide improvement plan (SIP)
* Approving the use of school improvement funds to support implementation of the SIP
* Assisting in the preparation of the school’s annual budget.

Educational Excellence School Advisory Councils (EESACSs) and other advisory meetings held
by schools are listed in the Miami-Dade County Public Schools' Meeting Directory.

Elevator
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The school elevator is to be used by individuals who are disabled or injured and cannot use the
stairs.

Emergency Contact Information

Emergency Student Data Forms are distributed during the first week of school. Students are
expected to bring the forms home and present them to their parents/guardians. The form must be
carefully completed and returned. The form should be completed by the registering parent. The
information provided on the Emergency Student Data Forms will enable school staff to contact
the parent/guardian immediately in the case of an emergency. Parent/Guardian(s) that provide a
cell phone number will receive text messages should an emergency arise. Students may only be
released from school to the persons listed on the form after presenting a picture identification. No
persons, other than school staff, will have access to the information submitted.

The school shall abide by information provided by the registering parent who must sign the
Emergency Student Data Form with regard to pick up and withdrawal of the student from school.
Any person verified as a parent in the District's Student Information System is presumed to be
authorized to pick up the student unless otherwise indicated. Anyone who knowingly makes a
false statement in writing with the intent to mislead a public servant in the performance of his/her
official duty is guilty of a second-degree misdemeanor under F.S. 837.06. In addition, anyone who
knowingly makes a false verified declaration is guilty of perjury, a third-degree felony under F.S.
92.525. The registrar/attendance clerk will also be notified of any transfer or withdrawal so that
the files may be purged as changes occur. In addition, changes of address must be reflected on
student records.

Where parents are unmarried, divorced or separated, the parent who enrolled the student is
responsible for completing the Emergency Student Data Form with truthful and accurate
information that is consistent with the most recent court order governing their divorce, separation,
or custody matters. Any parent contesting the information on the Emergency Student Data Form
may seek assistance from the court governing their divorce, separation, or custody matters to
compel the enrolling parent to revise the information on the form. School staff shall provide such
persons with the website for the Family Court Self-Help Program at
http://www.jud11.flcourts.org/Family-Court-Self-Help-Program.

Exceptional Student Education/Section 504

The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida ensures that all students suspected of having
a disability are identified, evaluated, and provided appropriate, specially designed instruction and
related services, if it is determined that the student meets the state's eligibility criteria and the
parent/guardian consents to initial placement.

Students who are not eligible for specially designed instruction and related services in accordance

with state eligibility categories but have a disability that substantially affects a major life activity
may be eligible for accommodations pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
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As the parent/guardian of a child with disabilities, you are a very important member of the team
that plans your child's education. Be informed and getinvolved. If you have any questions, please
contact your child's school and/or the Office of Educational Services and ESE at
ESE@dadeschools.net. Staff from the Office of Educational Services and ESE and/or your child's
school site administrative team will help to answer your questions. Additional information may
also be found at http://ese.dadeschools.net/.

Fieldtrips

All fieldtrips must be approved by the principal and Region Superintendent. Participation in
fieldtrips requires that the student present a fieldtrip form signed by the parent/guardian to his/her
teacher(s) in advance.

Homework
Principals are encouraged to work with teachers and parents to implement guidelines found in
Homework Policy 2330. Teachers are required to provide students with make-up assignments
once the absence has been excused; however, it is the responsibility of the student to request
the assignments from the teacher(s).
e Homework Plan
South Dade Middle schools home learning plan is to having assignments aligned with
aligned with the pacing guide in order to bridge what is Learned in the home with the
classroom.
Instructional Materials
Should a parent find Parents that would like to express concerns regarding any educational/library
materials may file on objection regarding non-adopted instructional and library/media center and
other educational materials by visiting the Instructional Materials link under the parent tab at their
school’s website or by clicking on the Instructional Materials link on the Dadeschools website.

The Division of Athletics, Activities and Accreditation works with M-DCPS school sites to provide
students with opportunities to participate in athletics at various levels. Athletic programs are
offered at K-8 Centers, middle schools and high schools. Atthe middle schools, athletics consists
of intramural and interscholastic programs. At the high school level, interscholastic programs are
offered at most senior high schools.

For participation in interscholastic athletics at the middle school level, a student must have a 2.00
GPA in conduct and academics to participate. His or her parent must sign the M-DCPS Middle
School Athletic Program Consent and Release from Liability Certificate. For participation in
interscholastic athletics at the high school level, students must have a GPA of 2.00 in conduct
and academics is required except for incoming freshman. All participants must purchase athletic
and/or football insurance to participate and must have a current physical form on file.

A home education student must register his or her intent to participate in interscholastic
extracurricular activities as a representative of the school before participation.
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The parents and student must also sign the Contract for Student Participation in Interscholastic
Competitions or Performances. The District also has policies concerning transfer students and
participation in athletics. If a parent has questions concerning these policies, he or she should
contact the Division of Athletics, Activities and Accreditation.

LGBTQ Support

The School Board of Miami-Dade County has adopted comprehensive anti-discrimination and
anti-bullying policies that require all students be treated with respect regardless of their unique
characteristics, including sexual orientation. Every student has the right to learn in a safe and
accepting school environment and schools have a responsibility to provide a safe and
nondiscriminatory environment for all students. M-DCPS has established the Students Allies for
Equity (SAFE) Network with liaisons in every school who are trained to ensure that all students
have access to all aspects of school life in ways that preserve and protect their dignity.

Mealtime Environment
School lunchtime should be an opportunity to encourage healthy lifestyle, promote socialization
that will affect early behaviors.

The Department of Food and Nutrition serves healthy meals daily. Please visit
nutrition.dadeschools.net for details on menus, programs, and services.

e Free Student Meals
All students enrolled in district managed sites will have access to school meals at no
charge.

e Meal Program Information
All school meal program flyer with information for parents will be posted on the school’s

website and at nutrition.dadeschools.net.

e Meal Prices

Breakfast Lunch
All Students No Charge All Students No Charge
Adults $ 3.00 Adults $ 5.00

o Peanut Allergies/Peanut-Free School
Parents/Guardians should notify the school principal of any allergy or other medical
condition their child has and request the appropriate forms for completion.

Mental Health Services

Miami-Dade County Public Schools established The Department of Mental Health Services to
expand school and community-based mental health services and resources to ensure ongoing

25




MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT'S UNIVERSAL PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK

coordination of services to further support the emotional and mental well-being of students. The
programs in place provide prevention initiatives, intervention services for students and family
support for students who may be experiencing a mental health challenge. Students in need of
intensive services can receive support from contracted agencies at no cost to families. For
assistance contact your child's school, the Parent Assistance Line at (305) 995-7100 or visit
https://mentalhealthservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3939.

School principals shall make a reasonable attempt to notify a parent of a student before the
student is removed from school, school transportation, or a school-sponsored activity to be taken
to a receiving facility for an involuntary examination and school or law enforcement personnel
must make a reasonable attempt to contact a mental health professional prior to initiating an
involuntary examination, except where there is an imminent danger to the student or others.

Newsletters

Connection Newsletter
M-DCPS Office of Communications publishes a monthly newsletter dedicated to M-DCPS
parents. Please visit https://www.engagemiamidade.net/families where you can find the
latest issue as well as archived issues from the previous year.

Prekindergarten Programs

M-DCPS offers a variety of prekindergarten programs throughout the District. Parents should
contact their home school for the available options for Pre-K students. For additional information
on VPK or Head Start/Early Head Start Programs, parents may contact the Department of Early
Childhood Programs at 305-995-7632. Parents may also access information at
https://earlychildhood.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3451. For information on Pre-K ESE
Programs, parents should contact 305-271-5701 or visit prekese.dadeschools.net to learn more
about programming for children with disabilities.

Protocol for Addressing Parental Concerns

Parents may generally address their complaints or concerns to the school administration, which
may be followed by Region and District department review as deemed appropriate. For issues
involving an individual teacher or class, parent/guardian should contact the following individuals
starting at the school in the order below.
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Teacher

Assistant
Principal

Public-Private Collaboration Principal

Requests for private instructional personnel to collaborate with public

instructional personnel in the | educational setting should be

directed to the principal for Region Center: application of District procedures.
Line Director

Recess Region

Recess is supervised, Superintendent unstructured  playtime  where

children have choices, dgvelop Office of School rules for play and release energy

and stress. Recess will be Leadership & conducted outdoors when weather

permits. In the case of inclement Performance weather, appropriate recess

activities will be conducted District indoors.

Schools shall provide at least 100 minutes of supervised, safe, and unstructured free-play recess
each week for students in kindergarten through grade 5, so that there are at least 20 consecutive
minutes of free-play recess per day.

Safety and Security

Emergency Dirills

Six emergency drills, to include active shooter, hostage situations, bomb threats, and other
potential emergencies will take place during the school year in accordance with Florida
Administrative Code 6A-1.0018(15). All occupants of building where an emergency drill is
held are required to participate. The first emergency drill must take place within the first
10 days of the opening of schools, whereas all remaining drills must occur at least every
45 days that school is in session. All emergency drills shall be conducted in accordance
with the appropriate corresponding situational response as outlined in the EOP and shall
include developmentally appropriate and age-appropriate procedures.

Emergency Operations Plan

Student and employee safety is